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ERVATOR. 


The Reafons of our want of Seamen, The 


Method of Railing Seamen for the Service of the Navy. 





Krom SaturBay January the 26th, to (evnesoap Janvary the 30th, 1706. 





ountry-m. After, pray a little more Dif- | 
me M conssle of eats Naval Affairs ; 
I find our want of deqmen 
uts us to a Non-plus. 

Obf. You know, Country-man, my Circumftan- 
ces; 1 am under the Hatches, and dare not creep 
alott to make an Objfervation for the good of my 
Country; should I write with a Pen taken trom 
the Wing of an dngel; fhould 1 utter more Wit- 
dom than Solomon, and pftove my Affertions by 
Infallible Demonitration; 1 muit not be heard. 





But the meaneft Projeéts of Men in Power are 
taken Notice of ; for it has been too Cuftomary 
-to Credit-Great Men, as if Great Wifdom were en- 
tailed on a Great Place. 

1 Sail betwixt ag and Charibdis, and muft 
ook: ott perpetually, my Enemies are many, 
ot fome Somertal wh fia attack me Moff when 
I fpeak. Bef? for the Good of my Country, and 
all Ican do is to {pring my Loof, and fall under 
the Quarter of our Laws for Protection, which I 
have tound fo very Chargeable, that my Cir- 
cumftances feem to recommend Silence as my. 
Safeguard, which, perhaps, may’nt do.neither ; 
for 1am under Apprehenfion, that in time Men 
may be Profecuted for Thinking. 3 

I {peak this to fatisfie fome Gentlemen, that 
have wrote to me to give my Opinion of the 
prefent State of the Navy, and Propofals for 
Manning the fame. 1 mutt refer thefe Gentle- 
men to what I have already written, and let 

“en Cohfider whether, if the Propofal I made on 
this Subject, but the laft Year,had been comply'd - 
with, we could have wanted one Man for the 
Navy, and. whether the Misfortunes that have 
meppen to the Fleet have not been foretold by 
me long ago. » ) | aes 
- Tis certait that out want of Seamen proceeds 
trom our Lofs of Frade, and the Abufe of our 
Mariners. The greateft Trade and Navigation ot 
England had its rifeand beginning in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, and that in time of War too, 
when a Sum of 200ce0l. was efteemed an Ex- 
travagant Motion in the Honfe of Commons for a 
Supply ; and that in Seventy Years time we 
fhould lo%& the Employment of 36 or 400¢c0 Ma-- 
 viners, and add double that Number to our 
— Neighbours, is matter of Wonder, and fit. for 
_ Enquiry ; but the Caufes of this I have before 
fhown in another Place. ! 





It would be a vain Repetition for me to Enu- 
merate the Sailors Grievances, that have affright- 
ned Men from the Service: Their Country has 
made ample Provifion for them, both in_refj 
of Wages and Diet ; but if the Payment of thefe 
Finds, nay the Sanction of Parliainent, asin the. 
Cafe of the Regifer Money, cannot oblige a Di- 
ibution of ‘Juttice to the Sailors, “tis in vain 
for a poor Creature, like my felf, to complain of 
Grievances, 





Betore we Can well confider of raifing a new 
Stock of Mariners,we ought to inform our felves 
of the Numbers we have joftand by what means? 
Our Prudent and Honeff Anceffors were very 
careful in this Point. ‘They efteem’d Trade and 
Navigation as the chief Support of the Kingdom, 
and reckon'd the Sailors as the Nations Treafure, 
of which they kept a particular Account.. The 
Vice- Admirals of the Maritime Countries every Year 
returning into the Office of the Lord High- Admi- 
ral, or Commiffoners of the Admiralty, tor the time 
being, a full and-compleat Lift of all the Suilors 
within the Jurifdi@iion of their feveral Admiral. 
ties, and not only fo, but an Account where the 
were, whether at Home or Abroad; {6 that by 
looking over the Admivalty-Books there preféntly 
was found an exact Account of all the Mariners 
in the Kingdom, how employ’d Abroad, and how 
many at Home for the Nations Service. It this 
Praciice be continued it will be of fingular Ade 
vantage at the prefent Conjundure of Affairs, 

We ought to be as exact in keeping an Aca 
count of our Sailors as of the Nations Caf, and 
indeed more, for wecan raife Money when we 
can’t raife Seamen; and thofe that {quander and 
wafte away our Mariners, are equally Guilty 
with thofe.that wafte or purloin the Nations 
Money ; it is cutting the Veins of the Kingdom, 
bleeding the Nation to Death. 

*Tis in vain for us to talk of fupplying the 
Navy at prefent with a full Complement of Mari- 
ners. The proper Enquiry is how to breed em 
that we may’nt want them in another War, 
And here we muft have recourfe to Trade, for 
want of Trade occafions the want of Seamen. 

°Tis unknown the Numbers of Seamen we have 
loft by the Difufe of our Northern Fifbery, what 
valt Numbers we employ’d in the Baltickand the 
Nothern Seas. But iince Trade hath been turn’d 
into Stock-Fobbing of Companies, we have run 
Hand over Head to our own Deltruction. This 
Evil has done us more Mifchief,and Rob’d us of 


more Able Seamen, and prevented us of the means 


of raifing them, than fome People are aware of. 
To thofe that have any Inclination to think 
for the good of their Country, I will offer one 
Initance. The Greeuland Trade for many Years 
sea very Beneficial to the English Nation, 
ought us Store of Wealth, and bred us upa 
great many Able Hardy Mariners, but fome 
Merchants and others, that had Intereft, 
themfelves Eftablifhed a Company by AG of 
Parliament, by which Ac they were obliged to 
fend fuch a Number of Ships the firft Year; and 
to encreafe them Yearly according to the Limi- 
tations of the Aét, but inftead of that they are 
decreafed to none at all; fo that we have quite 
loft that profitable Fifery, and our Neighbours 
have got our Harpineers and others concerned in 
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and be Abus’d at Home, when they can pet 
rood Employment Abroad. 

I think a@ fort of Fatality has attended the 
Trxde and Navigation of England tor hhany Years 
laft paft. That all the likely meahs of Support- 
ing both have been Embarrais’d by Private Inte- 
bef Thé Fifhery was ever a Nurfery for Seamen, 
upon which our Fore-Fathers raisd their Trade 
and Navigation, and whillt the Fijlery lay 
in cOmuton we never wanted them; but when 
it came to be enclofed and canton’d out to Pyi- 
vate Perfons, then the Numbers of our Seamen de- 
creas’d, and a ftop was put to the Breed. 

Every Body will believe I here meah the 
Royal Fijfhev7, and theretore I had as_ good 
fay (6. And pray why 2 Royal Fifbery? An 
abatemént of our Suzlors does not in the leaft tend 
towdrds the Support of the Koyalty oi the Crown , 
hor does it tend much to the Honour and W2fdom 
of the Parliament that pals’d the Act, to have 
Bafardiz'd g3 parts of an 1co of the People of 
England, by giving Immunities-to a oyal 
Company ot Fishermen. 

And, pray, what hds this Royal Company 
done for the Service of the Crown, or the Intereit 
of England, that we fhould lofe our Breed of Sai- 
lors to maintain their Intereft? °Tis a thing 
worthy the Enquiry of thofe that have a Power 
to examine into that Affair. But if fuch Acts 
as thefe often Pafs, we ihall Stock- Fob away the 
whole Trade of England. For ’tis not the Enquiry 
at the Exchange, How many Ships, Buffes and Smacks 
the Royal Fifhermen bave at Sea¢ How many Fi/h 
they have taken, and what Exportations they are 
thaking ? But, How goes Stock? What Price the 
Companies fhares ? Whether a proper time to buy or 
fell? Yo this Condition is the Fifhery of England 
dwindled. . 

Now, fince it is apparent that we have loft 
our Sailors by lofing the Antient and Common 
Method of Breeding them,it rationally follows, 
that, to retrieve our Lofs, we muft Re-Eftablifh 
the Ancient Means. If we are gone out of the 
way, and got up té the Chin in Mire and Dirt, 
we mutt retire back, or be plung’d over Head 
and Ears. : 

If the Fiflery of England is the chief Nurfery 
of Seamen, we ought to take care of its Encou- 
fagement ; but ‘tis certatnly a Difcouragement 
to have it put into fo few hands, with Immuni- 
ties to themfelves, exclufive of the reft of our 
People. Therefore the Enclofures fhould be bro- 
ken down, and the Fifhery laid in Common ; we 
fhould have.a Mare Liberum for all the People of 
England, with the fame Priviledges and Advan- 
tages as the Royal Fifhery now enjoys. Every 
Man in England ought to be a free Fi/bérman in 
arty place in Salt-Water , and this is the only 


way that I can percieve probable of retrieving 





qur Lofs of Mariners. bscresYes. . 

~ ThopeI need not fpend much time in arguing 
fhis Point ; that the Fijhery is the roper Breed ot 
Mariners! Thofe that oppofe the Notion, muft op- 
pole Common Senfe and Reafon, the Intereft of their 
Country, and what is more then all,the Experience 
of our Ancefors. Nor can it be an Objection that 


in Bufinefs, that 


wale 
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he Fiery Fave the Scamet, the Queers Ships will 3 " 
tliem : This rather confirms the thing, and fLows thar 
am likely to Breed more Seamen in time of War thay . | 
time of Peace. | a 
For in Peace the Quota Of Mariners for the Publick s.. 
vice will be much abated, and the Remaihder at Libesty ff 
ferve in the Fifvery, or in Merchants Service. Butin time of 
War the want ot Mariners, occafioned by the Publick Ser. 
vice, will put the Fifbery and Merclant-Men upon the ule 
of Landmen, meer Neceflity will oblige them to this Py, 
tice ; whilit there is Encouragement attended with ¢¢ 
gtéat Proiwt, Meni will find out fome means or other to a 
tain the End. . i 
And the Wifdom of our Superiouts may find out w 


ay ; a¥5§ 
to make the Fifbery yet more Advantagious than in thp 
Days of our Ancetiors, tho’ 1 muft acknowledge tha Rp. 


pairing an Old Lofs is equal to the Beginning of a New 
Profit: A fimall Allowance of Seamen to the Fi/beyy, with 
ah Addition of Landmen may do the Bufinefs ; but then Pro. 
vifion mutt be made that thefe Landmen be rot Pre({s’d irgy 
the Publick Service betore fuch time as fhall be limited jy 
Parliament; for ‘twould be unreafonable for the Fiflery gy 
employ Landmen one Year, and be to feek again the next, 
I with, Honett Country-man, [had fome Secret to jag 
our Reprefentatives upon the Confideration ot’ this Point 
for “tis not the prefent want of Seamen that We are only to 
confider, but how to repair our Lofs in that Refpect, fo thar 
this and the next Age may not fall under the like Inconye- 
niencies. And, methinks, a thing of this Nature fhould the 
fooner come under Confideration, becaufe it carries with js 
fuch a Chain of happy Confequences to the Kingdom, befides 
the encreafe of Mariners; for hereby the Native Strength of 


.our Nation is much encreafed, the Wealth of the Kinzdom 


augmented, and a very !arge Addition made to the Revenues 
of the Crown; and I wonder that antongft all the Proye. 
fals made for the Employment of the Poor, that the Ep. 
couragement of the Fi/bery has not been one, fince "tty Fy}. 
dent, no ohne Employment can make ufe of fo many Hands, 
For the Fifsery employs as many Hands at ! and as it does 
at Sea. But of this I have fpoken at large in another place, 
and perhaps { fpeak now to juft as much purjofe as I did 
then, that is to no purpofe at all. 

Country-m. I am forry for it if it be fo. But tho’ I like 
your Project well enough, I than’t be a Salt-Watey Fifher- 
nian. love Fifp very_well, but, like Madam Pu/s, [ don’t 
care to wet my Foot to catch it. And there is {0 much 
Care taken of the Frefo-Wazer Rivers, that fhould I take my 
Angle-Rod and kill but one poor Bleak; Mr. Fuftice---- 
would fend me for a Soldier; However, Matter; here‘sa 
gocd Healthto the Fifbery ; but I don’t meanthe Royal Fifhery. 

| Advertifements. | 

Hereas. it appears thaca great many People have had the 

Misfortune to lofe their Sight, by Reafon of many Diftent- 
pers incident to the Eyes, whofe Mifery is fometimes owing to 
their own Negligence,in not feeking for help irf time, and too often 
to the Ignorance of the Undertakers: This ts therefore to Inform 
the Publick,that at the Golden- Ball in Gravel lane, Southwark,Lives 
R. Grant, ani Approved and Sworn Occulifty whofe Judgment in 
the Opticks has been fufficiently Demonftrated,as,appears by the 
many Cures he has performed, feveral Gentlemen and others 
having been reftored to perfet Sight, tho’ look’d upon as Incu- 
rable by others. He Cures all Diftempers in the Eyes, proceeding 
from what Caufe foever, if Cureable, the Scrofulous or Kings Evil 
it felf, tho’ of zo Years continuance,and will not take any in Hand 


that he looks upon as Incurable.. He may be fpoke with from Eight 
in the Morning till Twelve. 


T Hefe ate to nive Motice, That Mary 
Kirleus, Widow of fohn Kirlesis, Son of Dr. Thomas Kirlews 
a Collegiate Phyfician of Iondon, and Sworn Phyfician in 

Ordinary to King Charles \l. isthe only Perfon that Sells exactly 
prepared) his Famous Drink and Pill, which is Eminently Expe- 
rienced to Cure all Ulkers, Sores, Scabs. lech, Scurfs; Scurvies, Le- 
profies, Veneral and French Difeafe, Running of the Reins, aad 
all fuch Malignities, tho’ never fo Inveterate; in all Conftituti- 
ons at all Seafons of the Year, hindring no Bufinefs, without 
Fluxing, or the ufe of Mercury, which is generally Deftractive 
Thefe Medicines are Truly and Faithtully prepared, as diretted 
by her Husband, and as made and delivered to his Patients by 
her in his Life time (they being the only Perfors then that Sold 
~ and to whom the Secret was ever imparted. Therefore beware 
of feveral late Ignorant Pretenders, for fhe isthe only Perfon chat 
knows the Doftors Methods of Curing, which fhe Pra€tices with 
great Succefs, as has been feveral times mentioned in the Gazette, 

articularly the Thirteenth of Decem. laft. She Cures ofany aftet 

luxing, Compaffionates the Diftreffed, 
fons according to their Abilities. The Drink is 35. the Quart 
the Pill 1s. the Box, with Direétions. She gives Advice Gratis 
to all that write, or come to her. 

* She is Removed from the Gla/s-Lanthorz in Plough-Yard, 








this is’not to be done in time o! War, becaufe if | ac Ball, ia Hend-Court , over-againft Great Turn Stile, ia 
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